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Of the seven, | had the honor of meeting
Colonel llan Ramon and | can tell you many
will miss him. Mr. Ramon was a decorated
war veteran of the Israeli military, a top stu-
dent and scientist and, having the opportunity
to meet him, blessed with a warm personality.
This is a great loss for Israel and the greater
global community.

This is a particular hit to the school children
of the high school in Iryat Motzkin in northern
Israel. Almost four years ago, this school se-
lected about 35 of its students to compete in
a NASA program to send high school experi-
ments into space. The students gathered after
classes for extra work in astrophysics, as they
tried to dream up an experiment worthy of a
trip into space. In the end, they wanted to
know how crystals would grow if they were
freed of gravity.

The experiment was envisioned as pure
science and they were so proud to have one
of their own citizens representing them in this
mission of global patriotism. Unfortunately, like
too much else of late in their corner of the
world, the mission did not end in glory but
sadness.

Additionally, while | never had the honor of
meeting Dr. Kalpana Chawla, | do know of her
great accomplishments. She was only the sec-
ond Indian-born astronaut and the first woman
from India to travel into space, with this tragic
Columbia mission serving as her second
space flight. She is a great inspiration to India,
representing the technological advances and
know how that this country has contributed to
all of us. She also served as a patriot to the
people of her native India, to her adopted
homeland of America and to all people, espe-
cially women, as a sign that there are no
boundaries to dreams.

Additionally, our Nation lost 5 other he-
roes—patriots who loved their country and
loved their world. People like Rick Husband,
William C. McCool, Michael Anderson, David
Brown and Laurel Blair Salton Clark.

These seven are our modern day global pio-
neers, trekking a new world where war and
poverty and the divisions of people will hope-
fully not be known. Space represents a clean
new start and a massive but exciting chal-
lenge for the people of our global community.

The world mourns them.

But the global exploration of our universe
and our selves will continue, so that one day,
so many more of us will have the opportunity
to tell our children and grandchildren that our
often tortured Earth looks much better, much
more peaceful and much more as one, from
afar; and that we can use this physical vision
of unity to promote the greater inner vision of
global unity of mankind.

In fact, it was Colonel Ramon, himself, who
summed up best the hopes of space and of
global patriotism will benefit all when he stated
that as the son of a Holocaust survivor, he
carries on the suffering of the Holocaust gen-
eration yet serves as proof that despite all the
horror the Jewish people went through, our
world is moving forward.

Mankind must continue to move forward,
and if we embody the spirit and dedication of
these 7 global patriots and heroes, we will go
forward to the benefit of everyone in space
and on Earth.
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| thank the Speaker for allowing me to ad-
dress the House today to express my condo-
lences to all of us.
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to remember my friend Morty Haves,
who recently passed away after a long and
healthy life.

Morty, a longtime resident of Hewlett Har-
bor, was well-known and respected by his
family, friends, neighbors and colleagues.
After serving as a flight instructor in the Air
Force during World War Il, Morty launched a
long and successful career as a real estate
broker. In 1947, he opened Morton M. Haves,
Inc. in Woodmere, which later relocated to
Hewlett. Over the years, Morty helped to invig-
orate the expanding Five Towns community,
selling many of the homes in the area to new
and blossoming families. Eventually, his
daughter, Mary, joined him and continues to
run the business today.

Morty was an idealistic Democrat who
served as a New York State elector for Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, and treasurer of the New
York State Democratic Party under Governor
Hugh Carey. He was the Democratic Com-
mittee Zone Leader for Hewlett for a number
of years. He was involved in his synagogue,
Temple Israel of Lawrence, where he served
as a board member and was eventually
named an honorary board member.

Morty was married to his wife, Elayne, for
56 years. They had one son, Marc, and two
daughters, Mary and Laurie. He had nine
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

| first met Morty in 1996 when | decided to
run for Congress. He proved to be a fantastic
friend and close advisor. Whenever | needed
help, regardless of the issue, Morty was able
to lend a hand or a kind word. He was always
available to point me in the right direction, and
I will never forget him.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
place in the RECORD this important article from
the January 28, 2003 Washington Post. This
article provides an excellent description of the
importance of independent living for people
with disabilities and the challenges they face
in securing the independence they seek. Too
often people with disabilities, like Mr. Schnei-
der who is featured in the article, find inde-
pendence an uphill battle—not because of
their disabilities, but because of government
policies that promote dependence and institu-
tionalization.

| was particularly pleased to see that one of
my constituents who passed away in 1995, is

E183

featured in this article. Ed Roberts was the
original barrier buster! Living in an iron lung,
Ed enrolled at the University of California at
Berkeley in the 1960’s and went on to become
the state director of vocation rehabilitation for
the State of California. Ed helped found the
Berkeley Center for Independent Living—a
center that served as the model for centers
across the country that are now funded by the
federal government to support the independ-
ence of people with disabilities.

Berkeley is the heart and soul of the dis-
ability rights movement as evidenced by Ed’s
legacy and the many vibrant disability organi-
zations that continue to operate there today. In
honor of Ed and his legacy, nine of these or-
ganizations have come together to create the
Ed Roberts Campus. This important facility will
be built at the BART Ashby stop. It will serve
as a transit-friendly center in which people
with disabilities can meet their own needs for
advocacy, training, and independence and can
actively participate in a movement that pro-
motes their full integration into society.

The Ed Roberts Campus will serve as a na-
tional and international model of independence
for people with disabilities. The nine organiza-
tions that make up the Ed Roberts Campus
are the Bay Area Outreach and Recreation
Program, the Center for Accessible Tech-
nology, the Center for Independent Living,
Computer Technologies Program, Disability
Rights Advocates, Disability Rights Education
and Defense Fund, Through the Looking
Glass, Whirlwind Wheelchair International and
the World Institute on Disability.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the creation of this important campus
that celebrates the independence of people
with disabilities and honors the legacy of a
great man who led the way for so many of
us—Ed Roberts.

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 28, 2003]
INDEPENDENT LIVING’S REAL COSTS
(By Susan DeFord)

Going to bed is one of Richard Schneider’s
daily accomplishments.

With the movement he retains in his right
arm and fingers, Schneider each evening
turns the radio to softly playing jazz and
guides his motorized wheelchair next to his
bed. Morita, his black cat, looks on.

Schneider reaches up for a black remote
control hanging by a cord from a motor that
rides on a ceiling-mounted metal track. A
metal clasp dangles from the device, and he
hooks this onto the catch of a lightweight
fabric sling he wears like a vest. With the re-
mote control he operates the motor to lift
himself in the sling out of his wheelchair and
onto his bed. The maneuver ends as Schnei-
der pulls up the bed covers up with a
clawlike wooden stick. The whole process
takes about half an hour.

Schneider, a 58-year-old retired research
scientist, sums up his achievement simply:
“l can go to bed when | want to go to bed.”

Schneider lives on his own despite the ef-
fects of multiple sclerosis, an incurable, de-
generative disease of the nervous system
that over three decades has robbed him of
movement in his legs, torso and left arm. He
has never lived in a nursing facility, and now
makes his home in the remodeled basement
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